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Department of Defense Directive

SUBJECT Security and Public Information Policy
o for Military Space Programe (S)

L PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This directive establishes ncurity and public Morm;tion
policy for military space programs and is applicable to
all components of the Department of Defense.

L GENERAL POLICY | o R

A. Adequate protection of military lpaco pro‘ra.ml 1l~
. vital to the security of the United States. This
requires the capability to launch, control, ‘and’
Tecover space vehicles without public knowledg'
of the timing of these actions or of the lpeci.ﬁc. ,
miuion involved, 'It is impractical to ulochvely'f |

T protoct certain m:llitary gpace progriiﬂi%v)&i__l
o continulng&hn open hunch policy for " °th°£,"!,,\'}nw‘§

e ‘to do 0 would empha ixe sensitive .‘projoctl

’?5'& :

‘and pte sentations.

NRO review(s)
completed.
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D. Unauthorized public discussion by Defense and
. Defenss contractor personnel of the results, v

effectiveness, capabilities, and potentialities
of specific military space projects and programs
must bs eliminated.

oI, PROCEDURES

A, Military space projects and space vehicles hence-~
forth will be identified by means of numerical and
alphabetical designators selected and assigned at

" random; excspt for boosters, names or nicknames
no longer will be used.

: 1. Military space projects will be identified by
'r _ a numerical designator.
| _

R

‘ o ] 2. Military space vehicles will be identified By
{ ' ' ' an alphabetical prefix followed by a numerical

designator, such as Orbital Vehicle (OV-?). o
Final Stage Vehicle (FSV-2), otc. ~

B. . The new method of identifying military space vehiclo ‘
and projects will not be associated with their paylo&d
or mission except under the most strict ucurity 4
procédures and will be published in as fow documen
as possible. Titles of project documents will not
refer to the mission or payload associated with the
project. Launch or recovery schedules and fundi.ng y
SR _ , for specific payloads or mission aroa- will be cli Ei
R ' v ' : liﬁed SECRET or higher.

C. All public i.nformauon news releases on mﬂita.ry

space programs will be cleared through a single -
. : offics, and normally no releases will be mads until
1 | ) . after expsriments have been conducted and aftsr 5
' : proumhnry analyses of data have been complotod.
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D.

Preparation and dissemination of over-all reports,
development plans,. and other documents on military
space projects and programs will be severely

limited and controlled. Detailed need-to-know

ustificati d on the basis of need
_for specific information, rather than for particular
_documents. The number of persons authorized a

blanket need-to-know will te skharply curtailed and

—<¢ontinuously controlled.

IvV. RESPONSIBILITIES

A.

| B.
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The heads of all DoD components having responsi-
bilities for military space projects and programs
are responsible for insuring adherence to tho pro-
visions of this directive.

The Secretary of the Air Force is respcneible for:

- la Determining and assigning identification nomen-

clature for all military space projects and
vehicles,
2. Maintaining a central registry of all milita'ry ,
space project numbers and space vehicle - .
‘designators.

-

3

The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) .
{s responsible for maintaining the single office

through which all public information news releases
on DoD) space projects and programs will bs clsare

The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) .
{s responsible for developing and issuing program ™ ,
and budgetary guidance cons:llt‘nt with the prwhionl ~

of this directive. _ o
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" EFFECTIVE DATE AND IMPLEMENTATION

A.  This directive is effective immediately, E::llﬂn'
documentation on military space projects and

: programe will bs superssdsd by new documonts'
ST ~ as rapidly as they can be preparad and issued.
;o
L e ‘B, Every componaent of the Department will Tevise
p C s et ST regulations and othsr instructions to comform .
' © . ™% with the provisions of this directive. -
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